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PRESS RELEASE n. 2 – 8 OCTOBER 2016 

 
Bocconi Goes Beyond Its Borders 

 
During Andrea Sironi’s four-year term as Rector, Bocconi has crossed its traditional 
disciplinary borders, launching programs in political science and data science, its 
geographical borders, through collaborations with prestigious universities from all over the 
world, and its social borders, with a particular focus on mobility programs 
 
Four years redrawing Bocconi’s disciplinary, geographical and social borders. This is how 
Andrea Sironi’s actions at the helm of the university at Via Sarfatti 25 from 2012 to 2016 can 
be summarized. He outlined the results of these four years during the Opening Ceremony of 
the 2016-2017 Academic Year. 
 
With the opening of a campus in Mumbai (MISB in 2012), the launch of new international 
programs that allow students to attend study periods in cities other than Milan (Los Angeles 
and Hong Kong for the World Bachelor in Business, starting in 2013; Paris, Mumbai and 
Singapore for the Double Degree in Management with ESSEC starting in 2015); the launch of 
a program in political science (the Bachelor in International Politics and Governance, BIG, 
starting in 2015) and programs featuring the contamination of subject areas such as 
economics, law, IT and big data (the Bachelor in Economics, Management and Computer 
Science, BEMACS, starting this year, the Master of Laws in Law of Internet Technologies, 
starting next year, and the Master of Science programs which will be the natural continuation 
of the BIG and BEMACS programs, launching soon), Bocconi has redrawn both its 
geographical and its disciplinary borders. 
 
The social profile of students has also changed thanks to the many projects supporting the 
advancement of social mobility. Investments in student scholarships have grown from €24mn 
euros in 2012 to the current €27mn, with an objective of reaching €30mn by 2020. 
 
“During these four years, efforts have intensified that are aimed at making Bocconi a great 
university, open to students and faculty from all over the world, capable of guaranteeing 
students and graduates opportunities for studying and working in other countries, with an 
educational offer that is predominately international,” said Sironi during the ceremony. 
“Another priority has been to support access for the most deserving students regardless of 
their financial conditions.” 
 
Between 2012 and 2016, exchange agreements with universities from other countries 
increased from 202 to 259, mostly due to an expansion of agreements with North American 
economics departments. In addition, Double Degree agreements increased from 17 to 26. 
Bocconi students can now obtain degrees recognized in Europe and the United States, as well 
as places as far off as Australia, Brazil, India and China. 
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As a result of these efforts, each year more than 4,000 Bocconi students benefit from a 
significant study or work abroad experience. 
 
During the same period, the number of non-Italian tenured faculty has increased from 32 to 
50, increasing by 56%, along with faculty members with an international PhD (from 93 to 
122, a 31% increase). Admissions applications from international students increased by 59%, 
nearing 2,000 in 2016, with France, Germany and China the most represented nationalities 
among students. 
 


